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prison record. So long as a man had never com-
mitted a crime he could be trusted, but once he had
transgressed he might easily have another lapse.
That was the great trouble. Once sin has been
experienced, it tempts more easily, and then, too,
it is much harder to struggle against it. A boy like
Floris had to begin right at the beginning again, be
led once more to realise the difference between right
and wrong, and how could that be done without
Werendonk's help ? And he no longer had the
strength of his earlier years. He was beginning to
feel his age, and now that he had so much sorrow
behind him, it was dear to him what the boy meant
to him.
Every evening he pondered until after midnight;
he saw no way clear. Always he returned to
questions and riddles. However much man strove
and struggled, there was no salvation for him save
in grace.
Before Christmas it was Floris himself who men-
tioned work. He had thought a lot about it, he
said, but he did not know what it ought to be, and
he would very much like to get to work. Otherwise
he did too much thinking, and he was afraid of
that. Hesitating, with bent head, he said that morn-
ing and afternoon he read his Bible, and then when
he thought about it he realised that he possessed all
the sins of mankind, so many that he would never
be able to struggle against them, and those were